osamond Glanutsos, a neuropsy-
chologist in Sunnyside, N.Y., likes
to tell the story of a friend who took
her 90-year-old mother-in-law-who
was still driving—o the optometrist. “l can
only give her the same prescription,” the
optometrist pronounced, “but it won’t im-
prove her condition.”

“What about driving?” the friend asked.

“Driving?” the optomelrist exclaimed.
“She’s legally blind!”

If this elderly woman were your patient,
you might think it too cbvious to mention

IHE AUTHOR is a free-lance writer in Nyack, N.Y.

hat’syour responsmlllty
 for older patients who drive?

that she shouldn't be driving. Gianutsos,
who has served on a board advising the
New York State Department of Motor Vehi-
cles, has found that many doctors never
bring up the subject with their older pa-
tients, even those whose conditions sug-
gesl they mighl pose a danger behind the
wheel. And she understands why.

“If a patient has lost substantial vision,
it's fairly easy to say, ‘No driving.” But other
conditions that often affect the elderly are
less clear-cut, like ability to process infor-
mation quickly. My experience is that phy-
sicians feel a desperate need for some-

In eight states, doctors must face the issue already.
All doctors will probably need to in the future.

By Barhara Bedway
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